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SEX  DIFFERENCES  AND  LEGAL  SCHOOL  ENTRANCE  AGE 

Frank  R.  Pauly,  Director  of  Research* 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  Public  Schools 

Many  children  are  not  ready  for  the  traditional  first  grade  of  public  school 
when  they  are  chronologically  approaching  six  years  of  age.  Particularly  is  this 
true  of  boys.  Boys  usually  develop  in  nearly  all  respects  more  slowly  than 
girls.  Much  of  the  research  in  sex  differences  indicates  that  girls  should  be 
admitted  at  least  three  or  more  months  younger  than  boys;  or,  better,  that  the 
entering  age  for  boys  should  be  raised  three  or  more  months. 

Studies  over  a  ten-year  period  in  the  Tulsa  schools  indicate  that  there  is 
need  for  different  legal  entering  ages  for  boys  and  girls.  However,  it  is  freely 
granted  that  admission,  ideally,  should  be  on  the  basis  of  a  comprehensive  physical 
and  mental  test  program  thus  providing  for  those  frequent  exceptions  which  will 
inevitably  occur.  However,  this  is  not  practicable  in  a  large  school  system. 
The  state  legislature  is  probably  the  only  body  in  a  position  to  make  a  legal 
differentiation. 

Some  Implications 

1.  If  this  slower  maturation  rate  for  boys  is  accepted,  all  educational 
and  mental  age  norms  published  should  be  revised  to  provide  norms  for  each  sex. 

2.  In  all  likelihood  the  mental  hygiene  of  many  immature  boys  and  their 
parents  will  be  improved  if  a  differential  entering  age  can  be  established. 
There  will  be  less  frustration  for  boys,  their  parents,  and  their  teachers  if 
this  slower  development  is  recognized  and  provided  for  thru  extension  of  kinder- 
garten or  otherwise. 

3.  State  legislatures  should  raise  the  legal  entering  age  for  boys  and 

in  turn  provide  custodial  care,  if  needed^  in  some  less  expensive  and  more  satis- 
fying way  educationally.   (This  might  save  taxpayers  $150,000,000  to  $300,000,000 
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What  Shall  We  Study  ? 


BY    WM.    T.    HARRIS, 

SUPERINTENDENT     PUBX.1C     SCHOOLS. 
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'  HAT  shall  we  teach  in  our 
Public  Schools — or  what 
shall  our  children  study? 
This  is  the  most  important 
question  that  demands  the 
attention  of  the  educator. 
Without  a  clear  idea  of  its  true 
answer  we  may  "  eddy  round  and 
round"  and  never  come  to  any  con- 
sistent system  or  reach  any  practical 
success. 

Whether  we  take  the  end  of  edu- 
cation to  be  discipline,  or  a  filling  of 
the  memory,  a  training  of  the  senses 
or  of  the  reason,  a  fitting  for  business 
or  a  general  culture— it  is  certain 
that  our  system  of  education  will 
show  what  our  theoretical  view  is. 
Taking  for  granted  that  no  subject 
is  of  more  importance  to  the  edu- 
cator, we  hazard  a  few  remarks  on 
the  American  idea  of  popular  edu- 
cation and  the  course  of  study  ren- 
dered necessary  thereby. 

Without  dogmatizing  on  the  rela- 
tive value  of  National  ideas,  it  is 
sufficient  to  characterize  them  :  The 
Oriental  forms  of  society  fix  the 
status   of    the    individual   far    more 


definitely  than  do  the  Western.  T: 
you  are  a  Sudra,  you  were  predes- 
tined to  the  basest  of  employments 
before  you  were  born..  Your  neigh- 
bor, the  Brahmin,  was  foreordained 
to  a  blessed  life.  The  institution  of 
civil  society  in  India  is  a  vast  web  of 
fate  which  overshadows  the  indivi- 
dual, and  prevents  the  mobility  which 
is  thought  essential  to  humanity  in 
Europe.  Yet  this  mobility  is  not 
realized  any  where  in  Europe  to  the 
degree  that  it  is  in  America. 

Whereas,  in  Europe  generally, 
the  ruling  class  is  hereditary  to  a 
greater  or  less  extent,  there  is  also  a 
separation  of  other  classes — the  pro- 
letary below,  and  the  property-hold- 
ing middle  classes  above  them.  The 
tendency  is  to  prepare  the  people  by 
early  education  to  remain  in  the  same 
class — the  proletarian's  children  to 
be  proletarians  still — the  landholder's' 
children  to  be  landholders  again; 
Mobility  of  classes  is  not  encourage^, 
to  any  great  extent;  but  far  more 
now  than  formerly.  Since  the  French 
Revolution  this  has  especially  in- 
creased   in    France,  ^md    all    over 
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Incloye.  una  hrevtsima  introduction,  loa  discursos  del  Dr.  JAIME  TORRES 
BODET  y  Am.  PEDRO  RAMIREZ  VAZQUEZ.  Secretario  de  EdueaelAn  Pfibllca 
y  Gerente  del  Comlte  Administrator  de!  Programa  Federal  de  Ewnela* 
respectivamente,  y  comenlariot  de  prensa  aluslroe  que  abarcan  Ideal  y 
proportions  de  la  C.  T.  M.,  del  P.  R.  t.  y  de  atros  funtionario.  de  la 
Administration    Publico. 


EDITORIAL    "LA    JUSTICIA" 
MEXICO,    D.    F.       •       19  5  9 
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3  -  JUL18 

LA  MISION  DmlZAESTRO 

en  la  moderna  sociedad  mexicana 

LAS  METAS  REVOLUCION ARIAS 
DEL  ARTICULO  3°.  CONSTITUCIONAL 

MAS  MAESTROS,  MAS  ESCUELAS  Y  MAS  LIBROS  PARA  RESOLVER 
DEL  TODO  NUESTRO  MAGNO  PROBLEMA  EDUCATIVO. 

NO  SOLO  INSTRUCTION,  SINO  EDUCACION  ACTIVA. 
ESCUELA  DE  TRABAJO  Y  PATRIOTISMO.  EDUCA- 
CION MORAL  Y  CIVICA  QUE  COMPLETA  Y  FECUNDA 
A  LA  DEL  ALFABETO. 


CON  UNA  INTRODUCTION  DE  ANTONIO  LUNA  ARROYO  Y  UN 
APENDICE  QUE  INCLUYE  OTRAS,  NOTICIAS  DE  PRENSA  SOBRE 
OTRAS     DIVERSAS     ACTIVIDADES     DEL     GOBIERNO     FEDERAL. 


EDI  T  ,0  RIAL     "LA     JUSTICIA" 
MEXICO,    D.    F.,    MAYO   DE   1961 
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Contiene  lot  mensajes  alusivos  del  Jefe  del  Ejecutivo  Federal 
dirigidos  a  los  maestros  -  Incluye  otras  alocuciones  del  senor 
Preside  nte  de  la  Republica  dedicadas  a  otros  sectores  sociafes, 
en  especial  los  dirigidos  a  maestros  y  alumnos  pronunciadas 
en  las  Universidades  de  algunas  de  las  entidades  federative* 
visitadas.  Abarca  asi  mismo  el  mensaje  dirigido  a  los  juristas 
del  mundo  que  se  reunen  en  Atenas  (Grecia),  a  luchar  por  la 
Paz  en  el  Derecho;  con  un  apendice  de  noticias  de  prensa 
relatives  a  las  mencionadas  actividades  y  a  otras  realizadas  por 
nuestro  Jefe  Nacional  en  cumplimiento  de  sus  elevadas  funcio- 
nes,  de  manera  especial,  a  las  cuatro  breves  giras  de  trabajo 
realizadas  por  los  Estados  de  Puebla;  Queretaro,  Jalisco  y 
Nayarit  -  Tambien  incluye  el  acuerdo  del  Congreso  de  Maes- 
tros de  Brasil  que  acordo  apoyar  a  Lopez  Mateos  para  el  premio 
Nobel  de  la  Paz. 


Con.  una  breve  introducci6n  de 
ANTONIO   LUNA   ARROYO 
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